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LETTER OF DAVID PAUL BROWN, ESQ. 


To the incorporated ‘Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the 
Abolition of Slavery, for the Relief: of Free Negroes unlawfully 
held in bondage, and for Improving the Condition of the 
African Race.” 


PHILADELPHIA, March 20, 1860. 

To the President and Members of the Abolition Society. 

‘GENTLEMEN:—On the loth of April, 1853, I wrote to 
the Abolition Society, and tendered to them my resig- 
nation as Counsel, after having served them in that 
capacity for more than a quarter of acentury. Fear- 
ing that you may not have entered that resignation 
‘on your minutes, nor retained it in your archives, I 
beg leave now, in connection with some remarks 
that I deem it necessary to make, to submit the fol- 
lowing copy : 


For more than thirty years I have, been Coun- 

sel for the Abolition Society of Pennsylvania, not 
only.the Counsel, but the acting and, I trust, effi- 
cient Counsel. I need not therefore say to you that 
my emotions are most painful, in, even ostensibly, 
severing this professional connection. Will you, 
however, have the kindness to communicate this, 
my resignation, to take effect on the first of May 
next, in order-that some person may be chosen in 
my place, and the cause of Freedom and Humanity 
may still prosper among us. I hope it will not be 
understood, from the steps thus taken by me, that 
my principles have undergone any change : if any 
change, they are warmer and deeper in their attach- 
ments to the Abolition of Slavery than they ever 
were. It is, indeed, acause that will brighten upon 
us and upon mankind, until ‘the perfect day.’ | 

«The loss of political advancement, the contumely 
heaped upon us by the press, the threats of ruffian vio- 
lence, or the anathemas of the South, serve but to test 
and confirm our sincerity, and may be patiently endur- 
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ed, in the entire consciousness of the rectitude and 
philanthropy of the doctrines which we firmly, faith- 
fully and fearlessly maintain. What is worldly ad- 
vancement that is built upon the bondage of suffer- 
ing millions? What the plaudits and acclamations 
of political demagogues, that are mingled with the 
groans and curses of the oppressed. What ‘the 
sounding brass and tinkling cymbals’ of popular 
favor, when accompanied by the clanking of chains 
and the moanings of the enslaved? We seek no- 
such favor as this; our alleged fanaticism is far 
more precious in our eyes than all such boasted and 
bastard patriotism. What worldly advantages do we 
propose to ourselves, beyond those incident to the 
mere discharge of a high moral and religious duty ? 
None. What equivalent do we receive for time, 
money and labor, expended in the cause of Human- 
ity? None.» Abuse is our only reward! No, thank 
Heaven! not our only reward. There is a ‘small 
still voice’ that whispers more consolation and im- — 
parts greater joy, than the purchased patriot, or the 
brawling selfish demagogue, or the cruel and wanton 
oppressor can ever know. 

“| may be pardoned, in taking leave of my friends, 
for saying, in order that my position may be under- 
stood by those who come after us (not that it is 
necessary to you), that from my early youth I have 
never upon any occasion, withheld my services from 
the unhappy Slaves. I have argued more cases for 
them than any other man in the United States. I 
have vindicated them at home and abroad. I have 
brought ‘their enemies and persecutors to judgment 
and to punishment, and that in defiance of popular 
clamor, or Executive interference. This I have done, 
and am prepared to do again, not only without one 
farthing’s reward, but at the sacrifice of the proudest 
objects of worldly ambition. I do not choose to 
enter into details; this general statement is enough 
for my purpose. You will fully understand its mo- 
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tive, and I hope you will also understand that at, 
all times, and upon all occasions, my devotion to 
you, and the cause you have espoused, will remain 
undiminished and unimpaired.” 


The sentiments thus expressed are those which I 
have always entertained and always shall entertain, 
When I withdrew from a professional relation to 
your body, it was not from any disapproval of your 
principles or their practical manifestations, but from 
a desire, after so long and arduous a service, to be 
relieved from the turbulent and exciting scenes in 
which I was necessarily involved by my position, 
through the substitution of younger, more energetic 
and more efficient friends of the cause. 

After having thus withdrawn, as has been said, 
for many years, I have received a letter from your 
Secretary, Mr. Truman, announcing my re-election 
as Counsel for the Society, in reply to which, allow 
me to say that, if my humble abilities can be of ser- 
vice to you they are still at your command. But 
in accepting this appointment, I feel myself called 
upon to state, what I have said a thousand times, 
and what seems never to have been fully understood, 
and what in justice itis proper should be understood, 
that the Abolition Society of Pennsylvania advocates 
constitutional liberty, and professes to adopt constitu- 
tional means for its preservation and protection. It 
was formed under the auspices of the wisest, the best, 
the most philanthropic and the most patriotic men 
of this country—some of them signers of the Declar- 
ation of Independence—others of them members of 
the very Convention by which our National Consti- 
tution was framed and adopted, Franklin, Jay, La 
Fayette, Dr. Benjamin Rush, Lewis, Rawle, Wm. 
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Pinkney, Wm. Pitt, Wilberforce, Charles Jas. Fox, 
John Cadwalader, Richard Rush, Elias Boudinot, 
and many others, whom to name 1s to applaud, were — 
all members of this body. The object of the Insti- 
tution, as its charter clearly shows, is not to make 
Slaves free, but to prevent those that are free from 
being made Slaves, by being kidnapped and con- — 
signed to bondage. To say nothing of humanity, 
what just or impartial man has a right to complain 
of this? Yet in sheer ignorance, or in sheer spite, 
or for party political purposes, clamors are perpetu- 
ally raised against the Abolition Society, as carrying 
on an interminable crusade against the alleged 
rights of the South. 

- The South itself imprisons, or hangs, kidnappers. 
The duties of the Abolition Society teach its mem- 
bers to prevent kidnapping, if they can, and to bring 
it, when practicable, to condign punishment. I have . 
long wished, and permit me now to express the wish, 
that for the purposes of general information the 
Constitution and By-laws of the Society, together 
with the names of its founders and supporters, 
should be published and extensively circulated ; 
this would be the best refutation of the slanders and 
opprobium by which this meritorious institution has 
so long been assailed. I have nothing to say as to 
the Anti-Slavery Societies of New England; they 
must answer for themselves, but this I may say, that 
so far as I am acquainted with the Abolition Society 
of Pennsylvania it has always been faithful to 
the Constitution, to the Union, and to the laws of - 
the country. alg : } 

Respectfully and affectionately yours, 
DAVID PAUL BROWN. 
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